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of their activities.  These revenues can be used to 
support a range of public services and community 
benefits.

The natural gas delivered to homes and business-
es in BC arrives in a gaseous form. Natural gas is 
generally only liquefied to make it more convenient 
for long distance transport to overseas markets 
by ship. When it is cooled and compressed into a 
liquid the gas takes only 1/600th of its original vol-
ume making it more efficient for transport. The BC 
LNG industry will be mostly an export trade. 
When we look at the LNG supply chain (shown on 
page 2), BC will host only the first 3 stages. 

There are now 14 LNG export related facilities pro-
posed in BC. These are at different stages of review 
and approval. As of 2018 no new LNG export termi-
nals and plants had been constructed.
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OVERVIEW
Natural gas facility near Kitimat. Source: Shell

Liquefied natural gas industry 
The British Columbia government is promoting 
the development of a liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
industry. BC sees LNG as an opportunity to gen-
erate income for public services and create jobs, 
and to develop a range of economic opportunities 
for communities across BC. In 2012 the province 
released a document called Liquefied Natural 
Gas: A Strategy for B.C.’s Newest Industry to 
outline the government’s approach to promoting 
the creation of the industry. The Strategy provides a 
policy guide for encouraging investment in an LNG 
industry.

In BC, natural gas is a publicly owned resource, but 
private businesses obtain permits to extract, 
process and sell the gas. These companies pay 
fees to the government for the right to do this. The 
fees are often called royalties. In addition to paying 
royalties, businesses will also pay taxes on many 
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Environmental assessment is not the 
only review and permitting process 
that a project will require. Even if a 
project is too small to require an EA, 
it will require other permits before it 
can be built and begin operation. 

Some of these require Indigenous 
consultation and public participation. 
Currently, 14 LNG export related 
projects are proposed for BC; all 
export licences have been approved 
by the National Energy Board. And 

9 environmental assessments for 
facilities and pipelines have been 
completed by both BC and Can-
ada’s environmental assessment 
processes. There are more assess-
ments underway.  E
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There are five main activities in the LNG supply chain...

1First is explora-
tion and extraction 
to find natural gas 
deposits then send 
it to consumers by 
pipeline or truck, 
or to a liquefaction 
facility.

2 The second is 
storage then lique-
faction where the 
gas is converted 
from gaseous to 
liquid form for long 
distance transport.

3 The third ac-
tivity is transporta-
tion of the liquefied 
gas by LNG tanker 
ships. 

4 The fourth is 
storage and then 
regasification where 
the LNG is turned 
back into gaseous 
form for transport 
through pipelines 
to communities and 
customers. 

5 The fifth 
stage is the use of 
natural gas by con-
sumers.

Understanding land issues
Many of the proposed LNG projects and supporting 
pipelines in BC will be within or near the territories 
or communities of Indigenous people, or affect tra-
ditional land uses. These facilities and most activi-
ties involved in developing the industry will require 
permits, government reviews, Indigenous consulta-
tion, and public input before they can be construct-
ed and begin operation. 

Proposals for most new natural gas projects must 
undergo review by provincial ministries, and some-

times by federal agencies. Because projects vary in 
size and type of activity, different agencies will have 
different roles in the approval process. Most LNG 
projects will require an environmental assessment 
(called an EA for short), and for many projects both 
a provincial and federal EA may be necessary. In 
addition to needing an EA, other permits will be 
needed for a range of activities, and some of these 
will require substantial consultation with Indigenous 
communities and governments, and also broader 
public participation. The EA process is the most 
important part of the review done by governments, 
and it can be a key part of Indigenous consultation. 

Source: Wartsila
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Both the BC and federal governments are pres-
ently conducting processes to review and rewrite 
their EA legislation. The descriptions provided here 
show how the processes work at present and who 
is responsible for what. 

What is an environmental 
assessment 
Environmental Assessment is a planning and de-
cision-making tool. It is a process used to predict 
the environmental effects of a project and mitigate 
or eliminate them before the project is constructed 
and begins operation.  But sometimes impacts 
cannot be reduced. EA helps understand these 
remaining impacts. EA is meant to make projects 
better and to ensure that decision-makers and 
the public understand the environmental impacts 
before decisions are made, and know what effects 
cannot be mitigated or eliminated. 

Both the BC government and the Canadian federal 
government have their own EA processes. These 
apply to projects that come under their jurisdiction. 
There are two basic types of EA. One is an admin-
istrative review and the other is a panel review 
(see box on next page). The BC and federal EA 
processes are described in this information sheet.

ASSESSMENT
Near Dawson Creek in northeast BC. Source: SHELL

n  Identifies possible adverse environmen-
tal, social, and economic impacts;
n  Identifies measures to mitigate adverse 
impacts;
n  Predicts what significant negative envi-
ronmental impacts will remain after mitiga-
tion; and
n  Provides a roadmap for monitoring and 
follow-up while the project is being built   
and then when it is in operation, to ensure  
that a company fulfills the conditions of  
approval and that mitigation measures are  
effective.

What does an EA provide:

3
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Is just an EA needed?
The environmental assessment process is often the most 
important step in having a project approved. An EA ap-
proval is required before other permits can be granted. A 
single project may involve the approval of many agencies 
before any work can begin. Additional permits and reviews 
can cover a range of topic such as effects on fish, wildlife, 
marine and land habitats, pollution levels, and impacts on 
First Nations. A range of different provincial and federal 
agencies have important roles in reviewing and assessing 
LNG projects.

A panel review is a federal EA option 
available for large complex projects. 
The federal Minister may refer a 
project to a panel review if it is in the 
public interest. 

A panel review is conducted in the 
formal setting with hearings and 
public meetings. This may include 
cooperation and coordination with 
another jurisdiction, such as BC.  

The Minister of Environment and 
Climate Change appoints one or 
more independent experts to the 
panel. The panel conducts the EA, 
which would include formal public 
hearings. BC does not use panel 
reviews for its EAs. Some large LNG 
facilities in BC may need a panel 
review.  

Panel review

Source: Government of B.C.

Administrative 
review

An administrative review is the 
default option for both federal and 
provincial EA processes. 

These reviews are conducted by the 
Environmental Assessment Office (for 
BC) and the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Agency (for Canada).  

Employees of these agencies review 
the project and receive Indigenous, 
public, and stakeholder input, and 
also information from other agencies. 

They write a report and provide a 
recommendation to the political level, 
which then makes the decision about 
the project.

Data collection and monitoring.
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Most LNG developments in BC are considered 
major projects. These tend to be complex proj-
ects that require several different levels of planning 
and government approvals, involve significant 
financial investment, and take place on Crown 
land. According to BC’s Environmental Assess-
ment Act (EAA) regulations most major LNG 
projects are classified as reviewable. The BC 
government’s Environmental Assessment Office 
(EAO) administers the EA process of reviewable 
projects. The company that wants to build the 
facility (the proponent) submits a project descrip-
tion to the EAO to determine if an EA is required. If 
one is required, then a working group comprised 
of provincial, federal and local government officials 
and representatives from potentially affected First 
Nations is formed to complete the technical review 
of the project. 

WHO DOES WHAT?

Source: Shell

The proponent then prepares an EA application 
that meets the EAO guidelines and then submits 
the EA report to the EAO for review. The EAO has 
180 days to review the project and submit a final 
report to the responsible minister for the final deci-
sion. The EAO report is based on public comment, 
Indigenous consultation, and input from the work-
ing group. 

If Indigenous communities or governments do not 
agree with the conclusions of the report they have 
the opportunity to submit their own report along 
with the EAO report. The responsible ministers 
may approve the project (usually with conditions), 
deny approval, or determine that further assess-
ment is required. Unlike the federal EA process, 
BC does not use review panels. But BC could form 
a joint panel with the federal government if a proj-
ect requires both a federal and provincial EA.

BC Environmental Assessment Office
BRITISH COLUMBIA



Application evaluated by 
EAO for adequacy 
(30 days) 
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Follow-up and Enforcement 

BC’s EA Process First Nations’ Role
Proponents of LNG 
projects submit a project 
description to the EAO

Proponents are encour-
aged to engage with First 
Nations early in the plan-
ning process

EAO reviews project 
description to determine 
of an EA is required

- First public comment period
- Potentially affected First
Nations are contacted to join
the working group.

If required, EAO sets 
guidelines and forms 
working group 

- Consultation with First
Nations according to EA
guidelines

Proponent prepares EA 
application 

EAO reviews application 
and submits final report 
(180 days)

EA decision by Minister
(45 days)

- A First Nations monitor-
ing role may be included in
agreements with a propo-
nent.

- 30-60 day public comment
period
- First Nations consultation,
working group input
- Opportunity for First
Nations to submit their own
report if they are not satis-
fied with the EAO report
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BC Oil and Gas Commission
The BC Oil and Gas Commission (OGC) is the main 
regulator of oil and gas activities in BC. The OGC 
has broad authority under a number of acts and 
regulations to act as a single authority for natural 
gas activities in BC, including the review of permits 
for the construction and operation of LNG projects 
(extraction, processing facilities, and pipelines). The 
OGC reviews all applications considering public 
safety, environmental protection, best practices, and 
Indigenous engagement before issuing permits.

Although there are multiple agencies responsible 
for reviewing, approving and regulating natural gas 
development, they are supposed to work together 
and share information, conduct permitting reviews 
(the OGC) and environmental assessments (the EAO), 
coordinate Indigenous consultation, and organize 
compliance inspections. The OGC does not manage 
the EA process, but it does work with the EAO to 
help in the regulatory review process for projects. 

BC Utilities Commission
The BC Utilities Commission (BCUC) issues permits 
for public utilities and approves services and charge 
rates for that utility through public hearing processes. 
LNG facilities built for domestic consumption will be 
subject to BCUC regulation. However, LNG export  
facilities developed for foreign markets would likely 
be exempt from these regulations because BC con-
sumers would not rely on the facility.  

BC Ministry of Energy, Mines 
and Petroleum Resources 
The Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Re-
sources is responsible for the natural gas industry 
and the promotion of LNG opportunities. It oversees 
resource tenures (allowing companies to access pub-
lically owned energy resources), royalties, and oil and 
gas development. The OGC reports to the Minister of 
Energy, Mines & Petroleum Resources. This agency 
could contribute information to the EA process, but it 
does not run the process. They also help set policies 
that define the royalties, fees and taxes, regulations, 
and other governing conditions under which the LNG 
industry would develop.

7

Natural gas facility in northeastern BC. Ian King/Photo



BC Ministry of Indigenous 
Relations and Reconciliation
This ministry leads the BC government’s work in 
advancing reconciliation with First Nations and Indig-
enous peoples. The ministry is responsible for related 
agreements focusing on improving socio-economic 
conditions for Indigenous people through greater 
participation in economic opportunities. While it does 
not administer project reviews, it does help set policy 
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for engagement, consultation and reconciliation, and 
it provides advice and information to support consul-
tation efforts by agencies and business. 

Other BC ministries, such as the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Climate Change Strategy and the Ministry 
of Forest, Lands and Natural Resource Operations 
and Rural Development, may be asked to issue 
permits for activities that relate to the production of 
natural gas or the building and operation of liquefac-
tion facilities.

If the Agency determines that an EA is required, then 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) guidelines 
are set out and given to the proponent. The propo-
nent then completes the EIS as required. The EIS can 
include biological and other scientific studies and 
a summary of Indigenous consultation. When the 
proponent submits the final EIS, the EA process will 
either proceed as an EA by the Agency or as a panel 
review. 

A panel review will be done for larger and more com-
plex projects, or possibly if there is significant public 
interest or concern.  Panel reviews can take up to 
two years to complete. An Agency review can take 
about a year. The length of time required will vary 
depending on how complex the project is and what 
needs to be done to collect information, provide con-
sultation and prepare the application and supporting 
documents.

CANADA
Sunset on the Salish Sea near Vancouver. 

Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Agency
The Canadian Environmental Assessment Act 
(CEAA) is administered by the Canadian Environ-
mental Assessment Agency (CEA). But the National 
Energy Board reviews some energy projects. The 
federal process can seem similar to the BC one. 

A regulation defines the projects that are potentially 
subject to an EA. The regulation uses specific mea-
sures and descriptions (such as the length of a road), 
which help a proponent determine if their project will 
likely require an EA. If a project falls under these reg-
ulations, a proponent must submit a project descrip-
tion to the CEA. At this stage, the Agency will 
determine if an EA is required based on the project 
description, consultation and public comments. 



A panel or agency review?
In a panel review, the appointed panel members rely 
on formal public hearings, support from agencies, 
and their own expertise to draft an EA report. They 
hear evidence presented by the proponent, 
agencies, and other parties who are likely to be 
impacted by the project. The panel process is very 
formal and can seem like a court, but it is considered 
a quasi-judicial process which means that although 
the panel proceedings directly affect the legal rights 
of the pro-ponent and other persons, it is not a court 
of law and it is not presided over by a judge. Panel 
members are appointed to the review by the federal 
government. They come from a range of legal, 
technical and other backgrounds and are often 
familiar with the type of project they are reviewing or 
other factors that will be affected by the project. The 
government maintains a list of people who they can 
draw on to fill a panel role, but people on the list help 
out only on an as-needed basis.

If the Agency conducts the review, it will ask for 
expert opinion and public comment, to compile the 
final report and provide a recommendation, and it will 
consult with Indigenous organizations. For both an 
agency review and panel review the federal Minister 
of the Environment and Climate Change makes a 
final decision based on the recommendation provid-
ed by the review process. The Minister may approve 
the project, approve it with conditions or reject it. If 
it is determined that the project will have significant 
impacts, then the Minister is required to bring the EA 
application to Cabinet for discussion and a final deci-
sion.  But for projects reviewed by the National Ener-
gy Board (NEB) the Board sends a recommendation 
directly to Cabinet which then decides whether or 
not to approve the application. Smaller projects and 
activities reviewed by the NEB do not require cabinet 
approval, the Board makes the decision.
A new federal Impact Assessment Act has been 
announced and is currently undergoing review by 
Parliament. The proposed Act contains more ref-
erences to Indigenous rights and considerations, 
changes to decision-making and the scope of an EA, 
and new timelines.  A parliamentary committee is 
hearing presentations from Indigenous organizations 

and others in regard to the proposed changes, and 
the government has opened a consultation process to 
review some supporting regulations.  The new legis-
lation should come into force in 2019. The Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Agency will also be 
renamed the Impact Assessment Agency.

National Energy Board 
and other agencies
The National Energy Board is a federal agency re-
sponsible for regulating some pipelines and energy 
development, and energy trade in Canada. The NEB 
is the regulatory authority if an LNG pipeline crosses 
a provincial or international border, if an LNG export 
licence is required, and for conducting federal EAs for 
projects that fall under its mandate. In its reviews, the 
NEB considers the economic, financial and technical 
feasibility of a project, and the public safety, environ-
mental and socio-economic impacts of a project. 

The NEB issues export licenses for LNG, which is the 
most common role it will play in BC's LNG industry. 
This decision is supposed to be based on ensuring that 
the energy needs of Canada are considered first. When 
the NEB approves an export licence, this provides 
approval for an LNG export facility to export LNG for a 
specified amount of time. All LNG export licence 
requests in BC have been granted.

Members of the NEB are appointed by the federal 
government. Unlike the panel members appointed for 
projects reviewed under the authority of the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Agency, an NEB member 
has a long-term appointment. They often have a back-
ground in the energy industry, and many have worked 
in the sector for a long time before being appointed to 
the Board.

The NEB will soon be replaced by a new agency called 
the Canadian Energy Regulator (CER). Environmen-
tal assessments that in the past would have been run 
by the NEB will not be done by the new CER, but will  
instead be handled by the Impact Assessment Agen-
cy (IAA). The CER will work with the IAA to conduct the 
review of projects. In the meantime, it is unlikely that 
any LNG projects will require an EA run by the NEB 
because these projects would be entirely within BC.

Review and assessment of LNG PROJECTS
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Other federal agencies, such as Environment Canada, 
Transport Canada, the Canadian Coast Guard, the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans, and the Cana-
dian Wildlife Service may also provide expert informa-
tion in the EA process, or they may be responsible for 
providing other permits that a proponent needs. 

What if a project has to  
undergo both a federal and 
provincial EA?
In order to reduce duplication, federal EAs of LNG 
projects have sometimes been substituted for provin-
cial EAs. Substitution is an option in the federal act 
which allows for only one EA process instead of doing 
both a BC and a federal EA. With a substitution 
agreement it is the provincial process that replaces 
the federal process; however in this case the federal 
and provincial Ministers retain the authority to make 
the final decision in regard to legislated EA require-
ments. The federal Minister may approve a request for 
substitution if they are satisfied that the requirements 
of CEAA will be met. 

The conditions for approving a substitution can include 
clearly outlined opportunities for public participation, a 
plan for Indigenous consultation and providing relat-
ed funding, and a consideration of the environmental 
factors set out in federal act; such as effects on fish or 
migratory birds that fall under federal jurisdiction. 

If the NEB is the responsible authority for the federal 
EA, then the NEB process is considered equivalent 
and no provincial EA process or decision is required. 
However, BC could still undertake an EA or other re-
views for activities related to a project but not covered 
by the NEB or a joint review, and BC may conduct or 
even be legally required to have its own Indigenous 
consultation process. 

The federal and provincial governments can choose 
to cooperate in project reviews and assessments. 
In instances where a project actually falls under the 
jurisdiction of both the NEB or the BC EAO and the 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency, then 
those agencies can create a joint review panel. The 
members of the joint review panel and the EA terms of 
reference are negotiated between the two jurisdictions 
with EA responsibilities so that the requirements of 
each legislation are met in one process. 

Source: Government of B.C.Natural gas plant in northeastern BC.



EA by CEA
(365 days)
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Federal  
EA Process

First Nations 
Role

Proponents of LNG proj-
ects submit a project     
description to the EAO

If EA is required, CEA drafts 
EA guidelines - Minister 
determines if Review Panel is 
warranted (60 days)

Proponent prepares EA  
application  (clock stops)

Or an EA by review panel 
(24 months)

First Nations may be in-
volved in implementing a 
follow-up or monitoring plan. 

Follow-up and Enforcement

EA decision by Minister 
(within 365 days, or 24 
months)

- Proponents encouraged to 
engage with First Nations 
early in the planning 
process

- 20 day public comment 
period

- Public comment period on 
EA guidelines

- Proponent consults First 
Nations as part of EA 
application, as required in 
EA guidelines

- Public comment on EA 
application submitted by 
proponent
- Public comment on EA 
report prepared by CEA    

- Public comment on EA 
application submitted by 
proponent
- Public comment on Panel 
Terms of Reference
- Public Hearings

CEA reviews project       
description to determine if 
an EA is required
(45 days)
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First Nations consultation in EA
The requirement for an EA certificate triggers the duty 
to consult, and both the provincial and federal EA 
Acts clearly note the requirement to address any po-
tential effects on First Nations and Indigenous people, 
and to provide opportunities for Indigenous commu-
nities to share their views, concerns, and knowledge, 
with the EA process. The BC EAO and federal CEA  
are responsible for identifying and notifying potentially 
affected communities, and for ensuring appropriate 
and adequate consultation and accommodation 
throughout the EA process. If Indigenous interests are 
potentially impacted by the project, then the 
proponent will also be required to consult as part of 
their planning and project review process.  The results 
of this consultation have to be reported in the EA 
application.

Under the BC process, a First Nations or Indigenous 
governing body is contacted as soon as it is deter-
mined that an EA is required. Working groups for the 
EA are then formed which include First Nations and 
various experts and government officials. Both levels 
of government make some funds available to Indig-
enous organizations and communities to participate 
in the EA, and possibly also to public interest groups. 
But this funding is not always sufficient to allow for 
substantial participation or project review. Many LNG 
projects are complex and require substantial time 
and technical expertise to review and understand the 
potential impacts on Indigenous interests. 

The BC government places importance on developing 
the LNG industry, and has acknowledged meaning-
ful consultation and accommodation are essential to 
seeing the sector develop. Governments will need to 
develop approaches to consultation, planning and 
decision making that are better informed by traditional 
knowledge, as well as by the scientific information 
and other forms of evidence are used in EA reviews. 

While it is solely the duty of governments (the Crown) 
to ensure adequate Indigenous consultation, the 
environmental assessment agencies also encourage 
proponents to engage with communities and their 
governments early in their planning process and 
agencies frequently choose to delegate some aspects 
of consultation to proponents. For example, a propo-
nent may be responsible for providing accessible and 
thorough project information to an Indigenous govern-
ment during preliminary discussions. 

A tool that can be used by Indigenous communities 
and governments to support benefits from proposed 
LNG developments is to enter into impact benefit 
agreements (IBA) with proponents. These agreements 
are negotiated between an Indigenous community or 
government and a proponent; they are legally enforce-
able but governments are not usually involved in the 
negotiations. With respect to environmental impacts, 
an IBA may deal with potential adverse effects of a 
project on Indigenous interests or land uses and pro-
vide compensation or mitigation, and an IBA can help 
ensure communities benefit from LNG development. 

CONSULTATION
Source: Kitimat LNG.
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Environmental Assessment 
Changes coming for 2019
Important changes will soon be made to the feder-
al and BC environmental assessment processes. 
These should be in place by the end of 2019. Cana-
da’s proposed act, Bill C-69, has been introduced in 
Parliament. It will provide provisions for Indigenous 
led EA, strengthen the requirements for consideration 
of traditional knowledge, and expand the consider-
ation of EA to include social and economic impacts. 
The definition of jurisdictions eligible for substitution 
of the federal process has been expanded to include 
an Indigenous governing body. However, as the 
proposed federal Act is written now the definition of 
Indigenous jurisdictions is not inclusive and the Crown 
would still retain the final decision.  The situations 
under which Indigenous led EA would come about, 
how it would be supported, and what decision-mak-
ing power it could have are all subject to discussion 
and debate. The final outline will not be known until 
the legislation is passed in 2019.

BC is working on revitalizing its EA process. Parts of 
the revitalization process have been undertaken along 
with First Nations Energy and Mining Council as part 
of an engagement phase with key stakeholders.  

It is anticipated that the new EA process will have 
provisions for Indigenous led EA, link EA activities and 
purpose to supporting reconciliation objectives, and 
provide more openings for Indigenous engagement in 
all stages of the EA process – including early planning 
stages. 

CHANGES
Source:Kevin HannaSalish Sea near Vancouver. 

Indigenous EA: Example from 
Squamish First Nation 

In 2016 the Squamish Nation created and 
implemented its own Environmental Assess-
ment process for the proposed Woodfibre 
LNG plant, which would be located near 
Squamish BC. To ensure that its unique rights 
(land, resource, cultural, environmental) were 
addressed by the proponent, the Squamish 
Nation ran a review process parallel to the 
ones conducted by the federal and provincial 
governments. Through a contractual arrange-
ment with Woodfibre LNG, the Squamish Na-
tion then worked to ensure that its conditions 
were met by governments in their regulatory 
process, and also by the proponent.

Source: First Nations Issues in Developing BC’s LNG industry
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Information Links
British Columbia Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petro-
leum Resources: https://www2.gov.bc.ca /gov/content/
governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organi-
zations/ministries/energy-mines-and-petroleum-resourc-
es 

British Columbia Ministry of Indigenous Relations and 
Reconciliation: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/ 
governments/organizational-structure/ministries-organi-
zations/ministries/indigenous-relations-reconciliation 

British Columbia Oil and Gas Commission (BCOGC): 
https://www.bcogc.ca/ 

British Columbia Utilities Commission (BCUC): http://
www.bcuc.com/AboutBCUC.aspx 

Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (CEA 
Agency): https://www.canada.ca/en/environmental-as-
sessment-agency.html 

Environmental Assessment Office (EAO): http://www.
eao.gov.bc.ca 

First Nations Energy and Mining Council (FN EMC): 
http://fnemc.ca/ 

First Nations LNG Alliance: https://www.fnlngalliance.
com/ LNG in BC: https://lnginbc.gov.bc.ca/ 

National Energy Board (NEB): https://www.neb-one.
gc.ca/index-eng.html

Sources
BILL C-69: An Act to enact the Impact Assessment 
Act and the Canadian Energy Regulator Act, to amend 
the Navigation Protection Act and to make conse-
quential amendments to other Acts. First Reading, 
February 8, 2018.

BC Assembly of First Nations. 2018. Submission to 
House of Commons Standing Committee on Envi-
ronment and Sustainable Development on Bill C-69. 
Retrieved from http://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/
Committee/421/ENVI/Brief/BR9819242/br-external/
BritishColumbiaAssemblyOfFirstNations-e.pdf

British Columbia Oil and Gas Commission. 2016. LNG 
and Major Projects: Fact Sheet 17.1, (December).

Canadian Environmental Assessment Act , 2012. 
(2012, c. 19, s.52).

Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency. 2017. 
Pacific NorthWest LNG Project: Historic agreement 
with First Nations strengthens environmental protec-
tion. Retrieved February 5, 2017, from https://www.
canada.ca/en/environmental-assessment-agency/
news/2017/01/pacific-northwest-project-histor-
ic-agreement-first-nations-strengthens-environmen-
tal-protection.html?=undefined&wbdisable=false

Environmental Assessment Act. (2002, C-43) Re-
trieved from http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document /
id/complete/statreg/02043_01#section17

Environmental Assessment Office & Canadian Envi-
ronmental Assessment Agency. 2013. Memorandum 
of Understanding between the Canadian Environmen-
tal Assessment Agency and the BC Environmental 
Assessment Office on Substitution of Environmental 
Assessments (2013). Retrieved from http://www.eao.
gov.bc.ca/pdf/EAO_CEAA_Substitution_MOU.pdf

Environmental Assessment Office. 2013. Guide to 
Involving Proponents when Consulting First Nations in 
the Environmental Assessment Process, (December).

———. 2015. Environmental Assessment Office User 
Guide, (June).

First Nations LNG Alliance. 2016. Funding available 
to First Nations for environmental assessment par-
ticipation. Retrieved February 5, 2017, from https://
www.fnlngalliance.com/2016/12/21/ funding-avail-
able-first-nations-environmental-assessment-partici-
pation/

Government of Canada. (n.d.). Canadian Envi-
ronmental Assessment Registry. Retrieved May 
18, 2017, from http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/
exploration-eng.cfm?txt=&pr=&province=&stat=&-
type=23&org=&desc=&jrole=0&jur=&date1=&date2=

———. 2016. Interim Measures for Pipeline Re-
views. Retrieved May 18, 2017, from http://
news.gc.ca/web/article-en.do?mthd=tp&crtr.
page=1&nid=1029989&crtr.tp1D=930

LNG World News. 2013. Canada: EAO, BC OGC to 
Streamline Permitting for LNG Projects. Retrieved 

Unconventional GAS PRODUCTION



15

Review and assessment of LNG PROJECTS

May 17, 2017, from http://www.lngworldnews.com/
canada-eao-bc-ogc-to-streamline-permitting-for-lng-
projects/

Lucchetta, M. 2016. Evaluating Cumulative Effects 
Assessment in Environmental Impact Assessment : 
A Case Study on the Pacific Northwest LNG Project. 
Simon Fraser University, British Columbia.

Major Projects Management Office. (n.d.). Early Ab-
original Engagement: A Guide for Proponents of Major 
Resource Projects. Retrieved May 17, 2017, from 
http://mpmo.gc.ca/project-description/79

McCarthy-Tetrault. 2015. Liquefied Natural Gas ( 
LNG ) Regulation in British Columbia. Retrieved from 
https://marcomm.mccarthy.ca/pubs/LNG_Regula-
tion_in_BC_February_2017.pdf

Ministry of Energy and Mines. 2016. Liquefied Natu-
ral Gas: A Strategy for B.C.’s Newest Industry. Re-
trieved from https://lnginbc.gov.bc.ca/app/uploads/
sites/16/2016/07/LNG-A-Strategy-For-BCs-Newest-
Industry.pdf

National Energy Board & Environmental Assessment 
Office. 2010. Environmental Assessment Equivalency 
Agreement. Retrieved from https://www.neb-one.gc.
ca/bts/ctrg/mmrndm /2010bcnvssssmntffc-eng.pdf

National Energy Board. (n.d.). Responsibilities. Re-
trieved May 18, 2017, from https://www.nebone.gc.ca 
/bts/whwr/rspnsblt/index-eng.html

Natural Resources Canada. 2016. Govern-
ment of Canada Moves to Restore Trust in En-
vironmental Assessment. Retrieved February 
5, 2017, from http://news.gc.ca/web/article-en.
do?mthd=index&crtr.page=1&nid=1029999&_
ga=2.263435020.1257640904.1494807472-
1240095092.1494807472

Province of British Columbia. (n.d.). Natural Gas Ben-
efits Agreements. Retrieved August 25, 2017, from 
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/
natural-resource-stewardship/consulting-with-first-na-
tions/first-nations-negotiations/natural-gas-pipe-
line-benefits-agreements

———. (n.d.). Safety & Regulations: Protecting What 
Matters – LNG in BC. Retrieved May 17, 2017, from 
https://lnginbc.gov.bc.ca/tile/health-and-safety/

———. 2013. Memorandum of Understanding be-
tween the Oil and Gas Commission and Environmen-
tal Assessment Office Regarding Reviewable Projects. 
Retrieved from http://www.eao.gov.bc.ca/ pdf/EAO_
OGC_MOU_20131017.pdf

Reviewable Projects Regulations. (2002, BC Reg. 
370/2002) Retrieved from http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/ 
document/id/loo79/loo79/13_370_2002

Steffensen, M. 2016. Evaluating Cumulative Effects 
Assessment within Environmental Impact Assess-
ment : A Case Study on the LNG Canada Export 
Terminal. Simon Fraser University, British Columbia.

Cover photo source: Shell



Author
Brandon Gregg is a Research Associate, Centre for Environmental Assessment Research at UBC. In addition 
to his research on cumulative effects assessment, data analysis, and geographical information systems, Bran-
don has developed and delivered workshops on the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act. He is also the 
author of The Canadian Federal Environmental Assessment Process, which appears in the book Environmen-
tal Impact Assessment: Practice and Participation, published by the Oxford University Press.

The Information Series is produced by the First Nations LNG Alliance in collaboration with the Centre for En-
vironmental Assessment Research at UBC. The series provides information for individuals and communities 
interested in learning about the nature, structure, operation and impacts of the LNG industry and natural gas 
resource development in British Columbia. Where possible the information sheets are developed using sourc-
es available online. This is so readers can more easily access the sources used by the author. Information 
sheets may be updated periodically. Please check the date of issue for the most current version.

May 2018

Info sheets in this series:
Natural Gas
Unconventional Gas Production
Liquefied Natural Gas Industry in BC
First Nations Issues and the Development of BC’s LNG Industry
The Review and Assessment of LNG Projects
Understanding and Managing Risk
Production and Transportation of Liquefied Natural Gas

Please visit www.fnlngalliance.com to see the information sheets.

CEAR Centre for Environmental Assessment Research at UBC

Review and assessment of LNG PROJECTS

16




